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NON-FINAL REJECTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application 
for patent in the United States. 

2. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ahn (US 5784344 A). 

Re claim 8: Ahn discloses a disk changer comprising: 

a disk accommodating unit (left-most portion of Fig. 3, primarily unit 1 which 
hol ds the disk trays) that accommodates a plurality of disk trays 5, each of the disk trays 
holding one disk 3; 

a disk processing unit (all components shown in Fig.3-4) that reproduces data 

from or records data to a loaded disk; and 

a loading mechanism (Fig.3-6) that loads a selected disk together with the disk 

tray from the disk accommodating unit to a position of the disk processing unit (Fig.7A- 

7D), wherein 

the loading mechanism (col.2, lines 40-51) includes 

a tray drawing pinion 1 1 provided in the disk processing unit; 
a disk tray 2 (since the claim does not clearly disclose which tray is being 
claimed; this limitation is interpreted as any other tray-like member) that is 
accommodated in the disk accommodating unit and includes a tray rack 13 
engaged with the tray drawing pinion (col.2, lines 52-54); and 
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a rack plate 6 that includes a tray drawing rack 14 engaged with the tray 
drawing pinion (col. 3, lines 4-6), is extendably attached to the disk tray (col.2, 
lines 47-52), draws a tray 5 in at a first half process of the loading (the process of 
loading a selected tray into play position in Fig.7A-7B; col.3, lines 4-37), and 
stops the tray at a second half process (the process after loading the disk into play 
position of Fig.7C, and further removing the disk tray 5 away from the disk 3 ) of 
the loading to relay a subsequent drawing to the tray rack (the process of 
removing a disk tray in FigJD, for example, wherein the tray is removed from the 
inside of the di sk device by way of rack 13). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 9-11 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

As the closest reference, Ahn discloses a disk changer device as discussed above. 
However, Ahn fails to show "wherein the disk processing unit includes 

a stopper that stops the rack plate at a position where the rack plate is 
drawn in by a predetermined distance; and 

a guide groove that guides loading of the rack plate and the disk tray, 
a second recess is formed near a rack plate inlet of the guide groove, 
a first recess is formed on the disk tray, and 
the rack plate includes 
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an abutting unit that abuts on the stopper when the rack plate is drawn in 
by the predetermined distance; 

the tray drawing rack formed from an end portion to a position of the tray 
drawing pinion when the abutting unit abuts on the stopper; and 

a locking unit that engages with the first recess in a maximum extended 
state of the rack plate, and is pushed out of the first recess when the abutting unit 
abuts on the stopper and pushed into the second recess to release engagement 
with the disk tray", as recited in claim 9 ; or 

"wherein the tray drawing pinion is driven by a motor that activates a 
clamp cam in the disk processing unit", as recited in claim 10 ; or 

"wherein each of the disk trays is for vertically placing a disk, 

the disk trays are arranged in a radial pattern, and 

the disk processing unit is rotated around a predetermined vertical shaft 
to face a disk tray loaded by the loading mechanism", as recited in claim 1 1 . 
These features, in combination with the other features of the claims, are not anticipated 
by, nor made obvious over, the prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record in PTO-892 Form and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CARLOS E. GARCIA whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1354. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9am-5pm F 9am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Andrea can be reached on 571-272-4483. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IC. E. G./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2627 
3/12/2010 

/William J. Klimowicz/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



